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Why a New Party?  

I have identified as an independent since 2008 because I could never bring myself to 
join a political party that expected me to sacrifice open-mindedness and reason in order 
to dogmatically believe in its entire platform.  

I think the difference between reason and dogma is that reason cares about truth, and 
dogma only cares about its opinion of the truth. For the most part, I think political parties 
only care about their opinion of the truth, which means they are built around platforms 
that all members are expected to dogmatically believe in, their members are not open to 
their minds being changed, they claim certainty, they don’t challenge their own beliefs, 
they fabricate evidence (knowingly or unknowingly) to support their views, and they 
resent those who do challenge their beliefs. On the other hand, I believe a party that 
cares about truth is built around open-mindedness, which would allow party members to 
have differences of opinion and encourage members to change their beliefs if new 
evidence led them to conclude that their opinions should be revised. If a party cares 
about truth, then I think its members are willing to admit that they could be wrong, they 
challenge their own views, and they welcome others challenging their beliefs because if 
one of their views is false they want to know so that they can get rid of it and make room 
for the truth.  

Because I don’t think any party consistently practices the brand of politics that cares 
about truth instead of just their opinion of the truth, independent was the only label I 
could embrace. Then, in January of 2019, while furloughed during the government 
shutdown, I grew tired of feeling like I had no voice as an independent, and I asked 
myself, “Why does a political party have to have a platform of policies that all members 
are expected to dogmatically believe in? What if, for the millions of independents, there 
was a party that allowed them to keep their intellectual freedom because it had no 
platform, no dogma, only reason.” That is when I decided to finally create the political 
party that I wanted to belong to. I call it The Logos Party. 

July 4, 2019 to November 3, 2020 (Election Day) is the plowing phase, the time to 
prepare the ground and make people aware of the Logos Party. Then, on November 4, 
2020, the day after the presidential election, the Logos Party will open for membership. 
According to history, the philosopher Plato, in “The Dialogues”, described the theory of 
“the forms.” Everything – from a dog, a building, a tree, a human, or even love – has a 
form, or “nonphysical essence”, that is the perfect idealistic version of an object. The 
form is not real, but is a blueprint that the real version should aspire to be like. Similarly, 
the Logos Party is the form, my idealistic blueprint, of what a party of reason looks like 
that I wish the real political parties would aspire to imitate. Until November 4, 2020 the 
Logos Party serves only as a model for how I think a political party should function if it 
wants our democracy to thrive and be a beacon of reason. 
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The Party Name: Why Logos? 

The word “logos” comes from the ancient Greeks who gave us democracy and 
philosophy. Logos has multiple meanings, some of which are “word,” “discourse,” and 
“reason.”  

In the New Testament books of John and Revelation, logos is used to describe Jesus 
as “the word,” basically declaring that he is God. The Logos Party does not use the 
word in that sense. Instead, the party uses it in reference to “discourse” and “reason.”  

Many centuries before the time of the New Testament, allegedly because I wasn’t there 
so I don’t know, the Greek philosopher Aristotle described three methods of persuasion: 
ethos, pathos and logos. Ethos, the origin of the word “ethics,” is the method of 
appealing to the authority, experience or character of a speaker to convince an 
audience that they are a credible source. Pathos, the origin of the word “pathetic” 
(something that causes pity), is the method of convincing an audience by appealing to 
their emotions through a passionate presentation, usually by invoking sympathy or 
anger. Logos, the origin of the word “logic,” is the method of persuading through reason 
and evidence.  

The Logos Party recognizes the usefulness of all three methods, but prioritizes reason 
over authority and passion. As the Founding Father Thomas Paine allegedly wrote, 
“The most formidable weapon against errors of every kind is reason.” The Logos Party 
agrees. 
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The Importance of Standards 

One of the military’s favorite mantras is “train to standard.” That means that clear 
standards should be set in order to help instill discipline, and standards have to be 
enforced for them to be effective. For example, there are clear standards of physical 
fitness that soldiers supposedly have to maintain. But, during my nine years in the 
military, I saw out of shape soldiers who had not passed a physical fitness test in years, 
but they remained in the military because their leaders did not enforce the standards 
and process them out. So, in those cases, what good was the standard?  

The Logos Party sets a clear standard of how it believes a person of reason thinks, and 
then holds its members to that standard. So, if a Logos Party member says they are a 
person of reason, then you can, through looking at the party’s standard, clearly 
understand what they mean by reason and then hold them accountable to that 
standard. You can disagree with the Logos Party’s view on what reason looks like, but 
at least the party has a clear standard that you can measure its members by. The real 
political parties that currently exist probably think they are a party of reason and the 
other parties are parties of dogma, but without a clear standard of reason that their 
members can be held accountable to, it is easy to claim reason while being dogmatic.  

At basic training, a soldier learns the fundamental skills of soldiering. But then, as they 
progress in their career, the soldier may forget or at least grow weak in those 
fundamental skills. That is why, especially for reserve units, before they deploy, soldiers 
conduct training that reviews what they learned in basic training to help reinforce the 
fundamentals. There are also people who skip basic training and officer candidate 
school, instead direct commissioning into the military because of a particular skill set 
and experience level they acquired through their civilian career. Often lawyers, doctors 
and chaplains do this. Many direct commissioned officers display just as much discipline 
and military bearing as the officers who went through basic training and officer 
candidate school, but there are also many for whom it is clear that they direct 
commissioned because they do not have the same basic skill set, discipline and 
presence as the other soldiers.    

Similarly, I believe a large portion of the people within our country who participate in 
politics – whether through voting, journalism, elected office, or simply debating with a 
coworker, friend, family member or enemy – have either forgotten, grown weak in, or 
ignore the basic fundamental skills of reason, or they never had a basic training in 
balanced and mature thinking and instead direct commissioned into a dogmatic political 
party or ideology. The Logos Party is an attempt at facilitating either pre-deployment 
training designed to help reinstall the fundamental skills of disciplined critical thinking for 
those who once were taught these skills but have not used them in a while, or basic 
training for those who never were taught these skills.  
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Party Paradigm: The Standard of Reason 
 
The Logos Party’s standard of reason is explained through the party's three-tiered 
paradigm: the foundation, the pillars and the platform. The foundation, the party’s 
method of determining truth (epistemology), are the Rules of Reason, 10 principles 
that, though not conclusive, provide a good understanding of how the Logos Party 
believes a person of reason thinks. The 10 Rules of Reason are: 

1.    Science is the most reliable path to truth. 
2.    Truth wants to be challenged; only false ideas fear doubt. 
3.    Challenge your own beliefs and admit you could be wrong. 
4.    Renounce certainty. 
5.    Revising your beliefs is okay.  
6.    Place the burden of proof on yourself. 
7.    Nothing is sacred. 
8.    Truth is more important than hope. 
9.    Faith and doubt are allies.     
10.  Principled compromise is a reliable path to progress.  

The 10 Rules of Reason could be 
summarized into two: admit you 
could be wrong, and believe that 
truth is determined by an objective 
standard of evidence.  
 
On top of the Rules of Reason are 
the Pillars of Progress: wisdom, 
logic, passion and humility. A 
member of the Logos Party shows 
wisdom by understanding the limits 
of their knowledge. As Benjamin 
Franklin wrote, “The doorstep to the 
temple of wisdom is a knowledge of 
our own ignorance.” Then they are 
humble enough to publicly admit 
those limits. They then use the 
method of logic, which helps take 
them beyond those limits and gain 
greater knowledge. And, a party 
member should be passionate, but 
they let reason guide their passion. 
As Benjamin Franklin supposedly 
wrote, “If passion drives you, let 
reason hold the reigns." 
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On top of the Pillars of Progress, each Logos Party member builds their personal 
platform of political beliefs, which are their views on issues like the economy, national 
security, foreign policy, the environment, energy, education and social issues. Each 
party member is encouraged to promote their personal views. But each member 
understands that their platform beliefs are held accountable by the Rules of Reason and 
Pillars of Progress on which they build their political worldview. Basically, that means 
each member is humble enough to admit that they could be wrong, they challenge their 
own views, and they want the world to challenge their beliefs.  
 
The Logos Party has no platform of policies it endorses. It promotes only the Rules of 
Reason and the Pillars of Progress. That means that when promoting their personal 
platform beliefs, a member speaks only on behalf of themselves. Members can only 
claim to speak on behalf of the Logos Party when promoting the Rules of Reason and 
the Pillars of Progress.  
 
In the Logos Party there is no expectation of conformity in political beliefs. Party 
member’s platforms could be as diverse as the number of members in the party. As 
long as each member conforms to the Rules of Reason and Pillars of Progress, then 
diversity of beliefs strengthens the party because differences of opinion help hold 
members intellectually accountable.  
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The Logos Logo 
 
 
In front of the Capitol Building in 
Washington D.C. is a statue of 
President Ulysses S. Grant being 
guarded by four lions.  
 
The four lion statues guarding 
Grant inspired the idea for the 
Logos Party logo. The left has 
the donkey. The right has the 
elephant. The Logos Party has 
the red, white and blue lions of 
logic who roar reason. 
 
 

 
The top two lions of logic guard against dogma in the 
conscious mind. The bottom two lions of logic guard 
against dogma in the subconscious. The white line is 
the divide between the conscious and the 
subconscious. The Logos Party believes dogma exerts 
much of its influence undetected in our subconscious, 
while allowing us to consciously think we are being 
rational.  
 
The two blue lions of logic guard against dogma from 
the political left. The two red lions of logic guard against 

dogma from the political right. All four lions guard the middle path of open-minded 
reason and compromise where progress takes place. The logo reminds party members 
that they should let their passionate lion heart roar, but they should let their lion of logic 
mind hold the reigns so that they passionately roar reason.  
 
Independents are currently and consistently the largest political group in the United 
States. But it feels as if the left and the right are two different prides of lions that appear 
larger because the members of each do better at roaring together. Meanwhile, 
independents seem like lions that roam alone in the political wilderness, scattered with 
no united roar. I believe, for independents to be heard, as they roar independently, they 
also must roar together. The hope is that the Logos Party can be a place where 
independent minds can roar as one.  
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Culture of Change and Progress 
 
Etched on one of the walls of the Jefferson Memorial is this quote that is credited to 

Thomas Jefferson:  

"I am not an advocate for frequent 

changes in laws and constitutions, 

but laws and institutions must go 

hand in hand with the progress of 

the human mind. As that becomes 

more developed, more 

enlightened, as new discoveries 

are made, new truths discovered 

and manners and opinions change, 

with the change of circumstances, 

institutions must advance also to 

keep pace with the times." 

Similarly, the Logos Party believes that if a political party is built on reason, then each 
member will regularly reexamine and modify their views in light of new evidence and an 
ever-changing culture so that their beliefs can “go hand in hand with the progress of the 
human mind” and “keep pace with the times.” That is one of the reasons why there is an 
official Logos Party foundation and pillars, which probably will not change, but no official 
Logos Party platform, which, for every member, probably should change over time. The 
goal of the Logos Party is to provide a culture whereby party members can feel 
comfortable changing their platform views a little or a lot, slow or quickly, in light of new 
information they encounter. 

The Logos Party cares about platform issues like national security, the economy and 
foreign policy. But, the party cares far more about the foundation of reason on which 
each member builds their platform. In other words, in the Logos Party the method of 
decision-making is more important than the decisions that are made. The Logos Party 
believes that building on a foundation of reason will lead to good platform beliefs. And, if 
our beliefs are not as good as they could be, which they probably never are, then the 
decision-making process of ruthless reason is a self-correcting method that assures us 
never-ending progress towards bettering our beliefs. In short, the Logos Party does not 
claim to provide the best answers on all policy issues. Instead, the Logos Party claims 
to provide the framework of decision-making for finding all the best answers. 
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How to Join the Party 

The Logos Party will open for membership on November 4, 2020. When it opens, there 
will be two steps to joining: first, creating your Platform 25; and second, taking the River 
of Reason Pledge. The two steps are designed to use membership to provide a 
measure of intellectual accountability. Through the Party Paradigm, the Logos 
Party defines what it thinks reason looks like and then uses the method of how you join 
to hold members accountable to that standard.  

STEP ONE: Create Your Platform 25 

Creating your Platform 25 consists of writing 25 of your platform political beliefs into the 
blank Logos Party Paradigm. The hope is that by stretching our mind through listing 
dozens of our views in our platform, Logos Party members, in addition to thinking more 
open-mindedly because of the foundation and pillars, would think more broadly and be 
less inclined to base their political decisions on only a few issues. 
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PLATFORM 25  

Name (Print)                             Signature                                                     Date                          .  

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  

6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  

11.  12.  13.  14.  15.   

16.  17.  18.  19.  20.  

21.  22.  23.  24.  25.   
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On the next page, I have listed my Platform 25. Over the years, each of the beliefs on 
my Platform 25 have changed. I have great conviction in the credibility of each view 
within my Platform 25, but because of the standard of reason my views are held to, 
some of them or all of them may change more in the future, either in whole or in part. 
Also, if you read my Platform 25 and conclude you do not want to be a member 
because you disagree with one or more of my beliefs or you conclude you want to be a 
member because you agree with many of my views, then you are missing the point of 
the Logos Party. You do not join because you agree with other member’s platforms. 
You join because you agree with the Rules of Reason and the Pillars of Progress. 

Once you complete your Platform 25, you then sign it and submit it on the party website 
for your record. 
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Founder’s Platform 25 within the Logos Party Paradigm 

 

 

1. Overpopulation: 
mankind’s greatest 
problem is overpopulation.  

2. Global Warming: it is 
partly manmade, and we can 
help reverse it. 

3. Immigration: we 
should have strict limits 
on who can get into our 
country.  

4. Minimalism: I prefer a 
materially simplified 
lifestyle instead of 
constant accumulation.   

5. Economy: free market 
is the best economic 
system available, but 
should be regulated. 

6. National Security: 
should include an equal 
focus on military, 
intelligence, diplomacy 
and development.   

7. Soldiers: standards for 
becoming a soldier should be 
strict and based on 
character, competence and 
conditioning.  

8. Guns: there should 
be more thorough 
background checks and 
stricter limits on types of 
weapons we can own. 

9. Taxes: the flat tax for 
both households and 
businesses is the most 
democratic tax system. 
 

10. Voting: citizens 
should have to pass a 
civics test before each 
time they vote.  

11. Homosexuality: 
morally permissible, and 
same sex couples should 
be allowed to marry. 
 

12. Marriage:  marriage is an 
honorable institution, but it is 
not necessary for every 
couple.  
 

13. Abortion: I am 
against most abortions, 
but I don’t think it should 
be outlawed.  

14. Death Penalty: the 
death penalty should be 
outlawed.  

15. Healthcare: 
healthcare should be a 
right for all citizens.  

16. Space Travel: 
worthwhile and best done 
through the private sector. 

17. Debt: usually causes 
more negative than positive 
and should be avoided in 
almost all circumstances. 

18. International 
Relations: there are no 
eternal allies or eternal 
enemies in international 
politics.  

19. Education System: 
should be flexible 
enough that each student 
is able to progress at the 
pace of their abilities. 

20. Women: can do any 
job a man can and should 
be equally compensated 
for the same job. 

21. Constitutional 
Changes: a constitution 
and the law should not be 
changeable.  

22. Journalism: is best 
when it is impartial, and the 
priority is truth instead of 
propaganda.  

23. Nuclear Weapons: 
the threat of nuclear war 
is exaggerated for 
political gains. 
 

24. College: should be 
reasonably priced so 
students aren’t burdened 
with large amounts of 
debt.  

25. Animals: humans are 
no better than animals.  
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STEP TWO: Take the River of Reason Pledge 

The River of Reason is a river that runs through the mind of every party member. Like a 
raging river that never stops flowing, a mind with reason flowing through it never stops 
challenging every idea, even ideas that appear to be convincingly confirmed as truth. 
Similar to a river washing away twigs, ruthless reason washes weak and false theories 
downriver and over False Theory Falls. Like a river trying to cleanse itself of pollutants, 
the River of Reason is constantly cleansing the mind of dogma. In contrast to the 
cleansing powers of the River of Reason, a mind controlled by dogma is like a stagnant 
polluted lake that uses the Dam of Dogma to trap in bad information and is unable to 
cleanse itself because there is no movement, no continuous challenging of all ideas, 
especially one’s own.  

To take the pledge, you raise your right hand and recite the pledge while video 
recording yourself.  

 
THE RIVER OF REASON PLEDGE 

I, (your name), pledge that my mind will 
forever allow the River of Reason to flow 
through it and never block it with a Dam 

of Dogma. If any of my beliefs are untrue, 
no matter how painful the loss, I want 
them washed over False Theory Falls 

and out of my mind.  
 

As a member of the Logos Party, my 
platform will be built on the Rules of 
Reason and the Pillars of Progress. I 

will have the courage to expose dogma 
in other members and myself, and 

humble enough to listen if others find 
dogma in me. 

 
 
Then, on the party website, you submit the video of you taking the pledge to verify that 

you took it. Each year, on your anniversary of joining, you would have to renew your 

membership by reassessing and resubmitting your Platform 25 (even if there are no 

changes). Close to the date of your anniversary, you would receive a reminder to 

renew.  
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Different Roles of Party Members 

Voter 
 
Before voting, a Logos Party member does their homework on the candidates and 
initiatives. To be an informed citizen, they are intentional about being exposed to a 
diversity of opinions, especially views that challenge their own, in order to avoid falling 
into an echo chamber where they only see and hear information they agree with. In 
deciding who to vote for, a Logos Party member is more concerned with a candidate’s 
decision-making process than the decisions that candidate makes.  
 
Once in office, unforeseen circumstances often arise that cause some of the beliefs of a 
candidate’s campaign platform to no longer be, if they were to begin with, the best 
option. In those moments, a Logos Party member wants a person in office who operates 
from a foundation of open-minded ruthless reason because that means that elected 
official’s decision-making process allows for their policy views to adapt with new 
circumstances, or, as Thomas Jefferson allegedly wrote, “advance to keep pace with 
the times.”  
 
A Logos Party member votes for candidates who cannot only handle criticism, but who 
want criticism, preferably constructive criticism, from the media, opponents and 
especially the voters. Voters should support the Logos Party because of its foundation 
of ruthless reason, and support a candidate who happens to be a member of the Logos 
Party because of that candidate’s personal policy platform that is built on the party’s 
foundation of reason. In other words, the Logos Party wants the electorate to vote for 
candidates; not a party. 
 

Journalist 
 
A Logos Party member who is a journalist, regardless of 
what media outlet they work for, pretends as if they work 
for the NNN: Neutral News Network. A Logos Party 
journalist may have strong opinions, but they are neutral or 
unbiased in their reporting, unless producing a product that 
is clearly designated as an opinion piece. A Logos Party 
member who is a journalist refuses to sacrifice objectivity 
for the sake of producing propaganda, and they compete against other journalists, yes, 
by trying to obtain a story first, but also, and more importantly, being the most accurate, 
even if the truth challenges the credibility of their own views. 
  

Candidate 

Logos Party members are welcome to run for office. While campaigning, they should 
make a clear distinction between the Logos Party’s foundation of reason, which is 
basically the same for all members, and their personal campaign platform, which, 
though may be similar to other members, are their personal beliefs and not official 
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Logos Party beliefs. A Logos Party candidate should campaign with strong conviction in 
their platform views, but they should balance that conviction by expressing an openness 
and desire for their views to be challenged and possibly changed if the foundation of 
reason those views are built on dictated a revision of one or more of their views. 

  
During the campaign, while promoting their platform beliefs, a Logos Party candidate 
should also paint a vision for the people of how much progress could be made if our 
democracy went through a continuous dogma detox through the cleansing powers of 
ruthless reason on which the Logos Party is built. 
 
A Logos Party candidate should challenge the credibility of their opponent’s foundation 
that led them to their policy beliefs because, if an opponent’s foundation is lacking 
legitimacy, exposing the weaknesses in their epistemological foundation might make it 
easier to expose the flaws in their policy beliefs.  

  
While delivering speeches and debating other candidates, it will be tempting for a Logos 
Party candidate to exhibit dogmatic tendencies. If a Logos Party candidate persists in 
dogmatic certainty, and, when confronted about it, refuses to humble their mind before 
reason and express open-mindedness, they will probably be asked to leave the pride of 
the Logos Party because they are not acting like a reason roaring lion of logic. 
 

Holding Office 

If a Logos Party member is elected to office they should be, as 
Senator John McCain called himself, a “champion of 
compromise.” In his last book before he died, The Restless 
Wave, McCain wrote, “Principled compromises…can be found 
when we put political advantage slightly second to the problem 
we’re trying to solve. Muddling through, hashing out policy 
agreements that thrill no one but are acceptable to most, is a 
useful achievement in a republic.” Principled compromise 
means that a Logos Party elected official should not 
compromise on the principles of reason, but, on that 
foundation, there should exist within them a 
heart of compromise that is willing to 
cooperate with other people who are also 
willing to compromise.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Shaking hands with Senator McCain in 

2017 while deployed in Kosovo. (Neither 

the United States military nor Senator 

McCain endorse the Logos Party.) 



 
 

18 
 

The Rules of Reason 

Along with the Pillars of Progress, the Rules of Reason provide the standard of reason 
by which Logos Party members, platforms or political worldviews are held accountable. 
The Rules of Reason are not conclusive, but they provide a good understanding of how 
the Logos Party believes a person of reason thinks. Below is also listed the Doctrines of 
Dogma, which, principle for principle, are the antithesis of the Rules of Reason.  
 

The Rules of Reason 

1.    Science is the most reliable path to truth. 
2.    Truth wants to be challenged; only false ideas fear doubt. 
3.    Challenge your own beliefs, and admit you could be wrong. 
4.    Renounce certainty. 
5.    Revising your beliefs is okay.  
6.    Place the burden of proof on yourself. 
7.    Nothing is sacred. 
8.    Truth is more important than hope. 
9.    Faith and doubt are allies.     
10.  Principled compromise is a reliable path to progress.    

 

The Doctrines of Dogma 

1. Follow science unless it contradicts your views. 
2. Truth wants to be protected from doubt. 
3. Never challenge your own views or admit you could be wrong. 
4. Claim certainty. 
5. Never change any of your beliefs. 
6. Do not burden yourself with providing objective evidence.  
7. The sacred is unchallengeable.  
8. Whatever gives you hope is truth.     
9. Faith and doubt are enemies. 
10. Never compromise.   

1.  Science is the most reliable path to truth. 

The Founding Father Thomas Paine supposedly wrote, “Man cannot make principles; 
he can only discover them.” Likewise, I don’t think humans created science. I believe we 
discovered the method that allow us to find truth and then called that method “science.”  
The Logos Party believes the method of determining truth should not change to fit our 
opinions; our opinions should adapt to an objective standard, even if that standard 
destroys one or more of our beliefs. And the best objective standard is the scientific 
method. Actually, I think the scientific method is not only the most reliable path to 
objective truth, but maybe the only path. 
 
2. Truth wants to be challenged; only false ideas fear doubt. 

The Logos Party believes that truth wants to be tested by the toughest epistemological 
standards because truth cannot be disproven and trying to do so will only strengthen its 
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claim to being truth, while only false ideas fear skepticism because being challenged 
might expose their falsehood. Thomas Paine expressed this idea more eloquently when 
he supposedly wrote, “It is error only, and not truth, that shrinks from inquiry.” More 
concisely, the English historian Thomas Fuller allegedly wrote, “Truth fears no trial.”  

 

3.   Challenge your own beliefs and admit you could be wrong. 

Thomas Jefferson allegedly wrote, “I was bold in the pursuit of knowledge, never fearing 
to follow truth and reason to whatever results they led.” Likewise, a member of the 
Logos Party challenges the credibility of their own views just as much, if not more, than 
they challenge other people’s beliefs, never fearing their beliefs being 
disproven. Instead, they welcome being refuted because if one of their views is false, 
they want to know so that they can discard it and make room for truth. Jefferson also 
supposedly wrote, “He who knows best knows how little he knows.” Likewise, a Logos 
Party member understands the limits of their knowledge and admit that their beliefs 
could be wrong because this is a sign of intellectual maturity, and it keeps their mind 
open to finding truth if their current belief on an issue is ever found to be false. 

 

4.  Renounce certainty.  

Throughout history, there have been many ideas that many people felt certain were true 
but now have been shown to be false. Centuries from now, many of the beliefs that 
people today feel certain are true will by then probably be proven false. So, since history 
has shown that the feeling of certainty seems like an unreliable gage for determining 
truth, the Logos Party renounces the feeling of certainty. For the Logos Party, certainty 
is an intellectual vice that prohibits progress and prevents us from seeing the flaws in 
our own beliefs. And a member of the Logos Party wants no barriers in the way of 
seeing the flaws in their worldview. As Voltaire allegedly wrote, “Doubt is uncomfortable, 
but certainty is ridiculous.”  

 

5.  Revising your beliefs is okay. 

The Logos Party believes that it is ignorant to close ourselves off to the possibility of 
being wrong because we are denying ourselves the chance to gain greater knowledge if 
our current belief on an issue is ever found to be false. If we cannot yet be in 
possession of truth on a particular subject because the truth has not yet been 
discovered, then we will at least be open-minded and in possession of wisdom. A Logos 
Party member believes that their worldview could always be better so their beliefs are 
always in progress. So, it is not only okay to revise our beliefs, it is expected.  

6.  Place the burden of proof on yourself. 

A Logos Party member does not wait for someone else to put the burden of proof on 
them. They put it on themselves. They do not expect other people to provide credible 
evidence for their views while holding themselves to a weaker standard. They believe 
everyone is responsible for being able to objectively verify the credibility of their views, 
at least if they claim their view on an issue is an objective truth.  
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7. Nothing is sacred. 

Everything – from religions, to political ideologies, to cultures, sports teams, etcetera – 
is considered sacred to somebody. So, if something was not challenged because 
someone else considered it sacred then nothing would ever be challenged. It is ironic 
that the word “sacred” is almost the word “scared” because people who call one of their 
beliefs sacred are probably afraid their sacred belief could be wrong, and they hope the 
label of “sacredness” will protect that belief from being challenged and exposed. In the 
Logos Party, the closest idea to being sacred is the idea that nothing is sacred, 
therefore everything should be relentlessly challenged, especially our own views.  

8.     Truth is more important than hope.   

Hope is necessary for the world, but truth is more important to the world because truth 
is what fixes problems. The fact that something gives a person hope does not confirm 
that it is truth.  Something does not have to be true for it to give a person hope. It only 
has to be believed to be true. Often, a painful truth can cause hopelessness. The Logos 
Party tries to first find truth, no matter how painful, and then figures out how to find hope 
within the context of reality.  

 

9.     Faith and doubt are allies. 

In the search for truth, faith and doubt are partners on the same team. Doubt helps us 
challenge an idea’s credibility and understand what little we know. Faith does not erase 
doubt, but instead bridges the canyon of doubt by helping us step out into uncertainty in 
search of finding answers to the questions doubt raises. In other words: doubt (with 
reason) shows us the limits of our knowledge, and faith (with reason) helps take us 
beyond those limits. The common enemy of both faith and doubt that they ally against is 
dogma.  

 

10.  Principled compromise is a reliable path to progress. 

The Logos Party understands that no person or party has a monopoly on good ideas. 
So, if any of us have any chance at seeing the whole picture and collectively moving 
forward in progress, then we require other people’s viewpoints, especially those 
different than our own. The culture of compromise within the Logos Party fosters within 
members a willingness to listen to new ideas, try to understand opposing views, and 
collaborate towards shared goals with those they disagree as long as all are willing to 
make principled compromises. As President Ford allegedly said, “Truth is the glue that 
holds governments together. Compromise is the oil that makes governments go.” 

 

Concluding the Rules 

Every March, 68 teams are put into a bracket known as the NCAA tournament and, 
through tough competition, are whittled down to one who is crowned the champion. 
Likewise, all theories vying to be the truth on a subject get placed into a bracket in the 
“Tournament of Truth.” Then, through tough competition guided by the Rules of 
Reason, theories eliminate one another until only one survives—the truth. 
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When the Tournament of Truth is run by the Rules of Reason, the process goes from 
the many theories to the one objective truth. On the other hand, when a Tournament of 
Truth is run by the Doctrines of Dogma, the epistemological standards of competition 
are so weak that truth cannot defeat false ideas because every theory can meet 
dogma’s standards.  
  
People who build their platforms on a foundation of dogma usually search for truth from 
the top down by first determining what they want the truth to be and then “creating” 
evidence to support their conclusions. The Logos Party believes that a person should 
search for truth from the bottom up by first figuring out what a credible method of 
determining truth looks like, and then holding every idea to that standard. 
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Constructive Criticism 
 
In the Logos Party, the only type of criticism acceptable by party members, either 

inwardly towards one another or outwardly towards non-members, is constructive 

criticism. Constructive criticism is defined as, “the process of offering valid and well-

reasoned opinions about the work of others, usually involving both positive and negative 

comments, in a friendly manner rather than an oppositional one, with the goal of 

improving a person instead of degrading them.” 

The Logos Party does not expect non-party members to hold to the same standard of 
only offering constructive criticism. For that reason, the Logos Party welcomes all types 
of criticism from non-party members: personal attacks, mockery, generalized criticism 
that offers no actionable specifics, and any other type. 
 
 
 

The Logosan Creed 

The Logosan Creed is a concise, hopefully memorable, statement of the foundational 
beliefs of the Logos Party.  

The Logosan Creed 

 
In a strong democracy, I believe people vote for a candidate and not a party, 
citizens have independent minds, and voters study widely to be informed, 
 
Political platforms should be built on the Rules of Reason and the Pillars of 
Progress; the path to progress is paved with open-mindedness, constructive 
criticism and principled compromise; and the decision-making process is as 
important, maybe more important, than the decisions that are made. 
 
I believe we should learn from history, but not allow our beliefs to be 
imprisoned by history, and democracy’s survival largely depends on each 
citizen protecting themselves from dogma’s subtle invasions. 
 
I believe the path to truth is science and ruthless reason, truth wants to be 
challenged, only false ideas fear criticism, and people who care about truth 
regularly challenge the credibility of their own beliefs, even the views in this 
creed. 
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About the Founder 

My name is Dustin Ross Lawson. One of my favorite books, 

George Orwell’s novel 1984, opens with the main character, 

Winston Smith, committing an act of rebellion against the 

totalitarian state of Oceania – a regime that seeks to control 

every aspect of its people’s lives, even their thoughts – by 

opening a journal and, for the first time, writing down his own 

thoughts. The day of that first journal entry was April 4, 1984. I 

was born the day before on April 3, 1984. For me, it is symbolic 

that I was born the day before the opening of Orwell’s novel 

because the regime of Oceania is the epitome of almost 

everything the Logos Party stands against. I like to think that 

maybe on the day I was born Winston was struggling over 

whether or not to cross his Rubicon River and 

rebel. 

I grew up in rural Ohio. In elementary school, 

junior high and high school I played sports and 

enjoyed art. At age 15 I found one of my 

greatest loves when I began working as a lion 

and tiger trainer at the Siberian Tiger 

Foundation. I worked that job for eight years 

throughout high school and college.  

I have an undergrad degree in religion and 

a masters in global politics. Between college 

and grad school, I spent a year traveling 

across North America, parts of the Middle 

East and Europe 

as the assistant to 

the author and 

speaker, Josh 

McDowell.  

In 2005, during my 

junior year of 

college, I survived 

cancer. In 2010, 

after five and a 

half years of being rejected because of my history of cancer, 

the military let me in. Since 2013, I have served as a public 

affairs officer. My current rank is Captain. I have deployed on 

missions in Peru, Kosovo and Puerto Rico. I am also the 

author of seven mediocre books.  

The 

United 

States 

military 

does not 

endorse 

the Logos 

Party. 

Josh McDowell, me and the road team 

standing in front of the tour bus (2007)  


